ECHOES

Primary &

Middle Years nser

“DUCATIONAL SOCIET

BIRLA
UPEN MINDS

INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
HYDERABAD

ominfo@dsreduin

https:/ /www.openminds-h yderabad .com/




Contents

LEARNING WITH FUN
SPECIAL ASSEMBLY
STUDENT OF THE MONTH
EDUCATIONAL TRIP
SCHOOL EVENTS
TEACHER’S CORNER

DID YOU KNOW?

EXERCISE YOUR BRAIN

17

17

18

Echoes — October — November 2024



LEARNI NG WITH FUN
Expil ool ygon

Students of Grade 8 embarked on an immersive and practical learning experience within the
Mathematics laboratory, delving intfo the intricate realm of polygons. They meticulously
examined diverse polygon types, encompassing both concave and convex configurations,
and constructed various quadrilaterals through the utilization of Geoboard activities. This
interactive session facilitated their comprehension of the characteristics of polygon and the
distinct types of quadrilaterals in an engaging and enjoyable manner.
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Sudents of Grade 7 delved into a
mathematical adventure to explore the
angle sum property of friangles. With great
intferest and curiosity, they cut out three
triangles and carefully pasted the angles
together, forming a straight angle measuring
180 degrees. This hands-on activity provided
valuable insights into solving geometrical ‘ «
puzzles and applying mathematical concepts
to real-world problems.

o

E Air has o®eighte Lab

In our science lab, the students of Grade 6 conducted
an experiment to explore the properties of air and its
weight. They weighed an inflated balloon and
compared it to the weight of an uninflated balloon,
demonstrating that air is indeed matter.
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Enl i ghtme S@®@AIl pl ay

"Enlightening a Soul" was an inspiring activity
conducted, where the students of Grade 5
presented plays to harnesses the power of Soul
Science, promoting social cohesion and
personal growth among young audiences. This
interactive production tackled pressing issues
faced by this generation, fostering a deeper
understanding  of:  Inequality,  Empathy,
Community Involvement, Healthy Choices, and
Peer Pressure. These team-building exercises
were designed to foster collaboration and team

spriti among students.

Soul f ul N aadGu raed eWa3l k& 4

The "Soulful Nature Walk" was a serene and
educational outdoor activity for the students of
Grades 3 and 4. This activity combined physical
exploration with mindfulness, encouraging students to
connect deeply with nature and reflect on their
surroundings. Through guided observation and
creative reflection, students gained a greater
appreciation for the natural world and developed
important skills in  observation, reflection, and
environmental awareness.

Soul Science Refl ection

Students of Grades 6-8 visited an under privileged
school to create an awareness on equality and right for
education through a powerful skit. They mingled with
the less privileged students to know about them, made
fiends and performed dance with them showing
empathy and equality.

SPECI AL ASSEMBLY

World Humani tRied wume Dalynequal i ties

Students of Grade 6 took the centre stage to honour World Humanitarian Day with a powerful
message of reducing inequality. Through their thought-provoking skit and heartfelt poem
recitations, they highlighted the values of inclusion, respect, equality, and compassion.

Their performances reminded us of the importance of standing together in unity and fostering
a world where everyone is treated with dignity and fairness.

We are incredibly proud of their efforts and the message they shared.
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Bathukamma & Dussehra

Bathukamma, the vibrant festival of flowers was celebrated with joy and enthusiasm by the
students of Primary. The students of Grade 3 and 4 beautifully celebrated the festival in a
special assembly that featured a thoughtful speech on the significance of the festival's, a
lively dance performance that captured its spirit, and a melodious Bathukamma song,
creating a festive atmosphere.

Let’s keep the spirit of Bathukamma alive with love, tradition, and unity. We're proud of our
students for embracing tradition and sharing it with the school community!!

Children’s Day

"The children of today will make the India of tomorrow. The
way we bring them up will determine the future of the
country."- Chacha Nehru

Children’s Day was the perfect occasion for the school to
come together and celebrate the joy, wonder and delight
that children bring into our lives! Their boundless curiosity,
joyful laughter, and pure hearts reminded us of the magic
that existed in every moment. Let’'s honour theirimagination,
nurture their dreams, and continue to create a world where
they can thrive and be happy.
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Field Trip to Birla

The trip helped them to explore the wonders
of the mysterious Universe and learn about
Astronomy in a fun and engaging way. The
Planetarium is a freasure trove of information
about space, stars, planets, and galaxies.
The visit helped the young explorers to also
discover the magic of constellations, the
wonders of the solar system, and the secrets
of black holes.

The stunning visuals and mind-blowing facts
capftivated the young learners and the
constellation show in the planetarium's
theatre transported the students into space.
It was an enriching and exhilarating
experience that brought science to life, creating Ioshng memories of exploration of the
COSMOsS.
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Field Trip to Pochampally

Students of Grades 6 to 8 visited the renowned Pochampally Handloom Village, to learn the
art of traditional weaving and understand the diversity of India’s heritage. They had hands-on
experience of the traditional looms and centuries’ old Pochampally designs including a tour
of the UN designated best tourism village.

From observing the fine weaving process first-hand to understanding intricate patterns of
weaving, it was a journey of cultural connection and discovery.

The mesmerised students left with new appreciation for artistry and craftsmanship!

STUDENT OF THE MONTH

September 2024
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L to R: Abhiram Venkata V(3A), Ditvi Bojak(3B), L to R: Shreeya Kumar(4G), Prisha Dadhich(4B), Shradha
Ms. Kausar Ladiwala, Punarnav Mishra(3F), Sqajin(4D), Ms. Kausar Ladiwala, Himaya A Nainani (4C),
Mihika Mishra(3C), Arisha Teja(3D) Tejash Mishra(4F), Ananya Menneni(4E)
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L to R: Avyuktha K(5A), Sahasra Bodepalli(5B), Aaral
Panda(5C), Nyasha Mehra(5D), Shivansh Pankaj(SE), Ishitha Narra(6B), Arnav Verma(6C), Shauryaneil
Rithika Bhukya(5G) Mukherjee(6D), Sai Anvitha Reddy(4E), Sruthi Meka(4F),
Ms. Aparna Kasam

— B

to R: Ms. Kausar Ladiwala, Eshaan Sai Komerelly(6A),
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L fo R: Ms. Kausar Ladiwala, Nakshatra L fo R: Ms. Kausar Ladiwala, Swecha Paparaju(8A),
Somanaboina(7A), Ananya R Harchekar(7B), Aarush  Akshaya Shankari(8C), Aaratrika Singh(8D), Tanweer
Kanchan(7C), Aradhya Sharma(7D), Gowtham Ali(8E), Ms. Aparna Kasam

Dandamudi(7E), Ms. Aparna Kasam

FUNRI P

Students of Grade 4 and 5 had an absolute blast on their one day fun trip to Hidden Castle!
From thrilling adventure activities to splashing around in fun water games, it was a day packed
with excitement and unforgettable memories.

The campfire under the stars brought everyone together for laughter, mesmerizing magic
shows, and lively dancing, while the early morning trek through nature gave the kids a chance
to explore and bond with friends. Of course, no adventure is complete without delicious food,
which everyone enjoyed throughout the trip!

The trip helped the students to do their daily task independently, and instilled in them team
spirit, social skills, organizing skills and collaboration which are the essential 21st Century Skills.

A big shout-out to our adventurous students for making the most of this experience and to the
school for organizing such a fantastic trip!
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EDUCATI ONAL TRI P

Students of Grade 8 explored Delhi, Nainital / Bhimtal, and Jim Corbett National Park on their
educational trip. The excursion emphasized wildlife tourism, the anatomy of a national park,
and the importance of conserving natural heritage to promote sustainable tourism.

Students of Grades 6 and 7 went on an enriching tour to Chennai, Pondicherry, and
Mahabalipuram. They explored the rich cultural heritage, scenic beauty, and vibrant history
of these amazing places. From the bustling streets of Chennai to the serene beaches of
Pondicherry, it was a trip filled with learning, fun, and new experiences. They gained insights
into diverse cultures, local cuisines, and heritage, fostering unity in diversity. They also
developed independence, leadership, empathy, and decision-making skills. Exploring the
unique identities of each region, they cherished lasting memories while understanding the
significance of conserving natural and cultural freasures for a brighter, sustainable future.
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SCHOOL EVENTS

| NTER HOUSE COMPETI TI==

Gender equality is not only a fundamental
human right, but a necessary foundation for a
peaceful, prosperous and sustainable world.
Advancing gender equality is critical to all areas
of a healthy society, from reducing poverty to
promoting the health, education, protection
and the well-being of girls and boys. The
students of Grades 3 to 8 participated in the
competition to reinforce SDG Goal 5. Gender
Equality with special focus on the Theme: Equal
Opportunities for All.

A n £Dir VAgwa r e Beessssi on at Govt Public widcahto &IHE

The students of Grades 6-8 visited Govt Secondary School in collaboration with SHE Team for
Anti-Drug Awareness session. Students created awareness through a skit and also has a Q &
A session to elaborate on informed choices.

) b | B o= - — PN
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Math-A-Ron

The students of Grades 3 and 4 were engaged
in various hands-on Math activities designed to
enhance their understanding of key concepts,
fostering teamwork, and making learning fun.
Activities like Mathematical chair, lock and key,
how many ways, frame and round focused on
building foundational skills in arithmetic,
mathematical operations, 2D-3D shapes,
numerical and alphanumeric patterns using
handmade props like spin wheel, number
cards, toothpicks and playdough. These
activities not only reinforced Math skills but also
promoted critical thinking, collaboration, and a
love for learning by integrating hands-on
experiences and real-life applications.

Fire and Safety S
A comprehensive Fire and Safety
Session was conducted for the School
Emergency Response Team by an
expert team from Usha Fire & Safety
Equipment Pvt. Ltd. The session was
aimed at educating the School Team
on fire prevention, control, and safety
measures and also enhancing their
preparedness and response capabilities
in case of unforeseen events and
emergencies.

No Bag-Culymi nafidvhe SkRill Subjects

Aligned with the National Education Policy (NEP), the school organised No Bag Days that
offered a unique opportunity for the students of Grades 6 to 8 to develop their skills in areas
such as Design Thinking, Mass Media, Mask Making, Tourism, Coding, Artificial Intelligence, and
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topics like Life Cycle of Medicine and Vaccine, Things You Should Know About Keeping
Medicines at Home, and What to Do When a Doctor is Not Around.

Various sessions organised helped them develop essential skills like Problem-Solving, Creativity,
Critical Thinking, Communication, and Emergency Preparedness. These skill subjects provided
students with the necessary orientation early on, enabling them to consider future roles such
as designers, coders, journalists, healthcare professionals, or Al specialists and also helped
make informed choices later. Whether pursuing skill courses at the Secondary and Senior
Secondary levels or opting for a higher vocational degree.

Di wal i Celebrations

Students of Grades 3 and 4 came together to celebrate the spirit of Diwali with a wonderful
morning assembly! The students began by sharing the history and significance of the festival,
highlighting how it symbolizes the triumph of light over darkness and good over evil.

A lively skit brought to life the fraditions and rituals of Diwali. The celebration ended on a high
note with an energetic dance performance, spreading joy and festive cheer.
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A big round of applause to our young stars for a memorable celebration of love, unity, and
tradition!

EDUCATIONAL SOCIETY

B Vs
Lo I

EDUCATIONAL SOGETY

Expressing Gratitude

As part of our Diwali celebrations, the students of Grades 1 to 8, held a heart-warming card-
making activity dedicated to our incredible support staff, capturing the spirit of Diwali.

The day was filled with creativity and warmth as students crafted personalized cards to express
their appreciation for the hard work and commitment of our support team. The atmosphere
was filled with creativity and appreciation as students expressed their gratitude through art.
The cards were presented to the support staff during a small appreciation ceremony. Their
smiles and genuine appreciation made all the effort worthwhile.

This activity not only fostered a sense of community but also reinforced the importance of
recognizing those who work tirelessly behind the scenes and promoted reflection on the
importance of their roles to cultivate positive relationships within the school.

Al pha 2 Omega

Our innovators from Grades 3 to 8 amazed everyone with their knowledge and ‘out of the
box’ thinking at the Alpha to Omega, the Annual Science Exhibition!

From exploring how we travel and communicate to tackling waste, disaster management,
and managing resources, their ideas sparked inspiration for a better future.

"The future belongs to those who learn, explore, and innovate."
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With every question asked and every concept explored, these young minds took a step closer
to shaping the world of tomorrow.

We're grateful to the parents for being a part of this journey and to the teachers for guiding
these bright minds every step of the way!
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AnnuCaolncert

The 12th Annual Day Concert organized on 29th November, 2024 at Shilpakala Vedika was an
absolute crowd-puller, an exhilarating display of talent, creativity, and passion. The morning
show Rhythmic Revelry was an amalgamation of music and dance by the Pre Primary to
Grade?2 students and the Choir from Grades 1 to 11.

The breath-taking musical ensemble presented by the students of Grade 1 to Grade 11
wowed the audience creating a powerful and moving performance that reverberated in the
auditorium.

INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
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The School's Annual Concert, Dance Odyssey, was a spectacular celebration of history,
culture, and artistic expression! This unforgettable evening took us on a journey of National
Pride Tributes to the Father of the Nation, Mahatma Gandhi and to the Maestros of the
Entertainment Industry beautifully brought to life by our talented students.

The students from Grade 3 to Grade 11 mesmerized the audience with their powerful
performances, youthful energy, vibrant costumes, and superb choreography.

Students recreated timeless synergy that had the audience clapping and cheering in awe.
The Exclusive glimpses from rehearsals, backstage moments, and costume preparations were
shared with our school community.
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TEACHKHERCORNER
Il ntegrating | CT and ELA: A Creative Leap in Our

This year's Literary Fest at our school witnessed a groundbreaking initiative: the integration of
Information and Communication Technology (ICT) with English Language Arts (ELA) through
the creation of a vibrant comic strip by our studentsof Gr ade 4

Bridging Technol og:yraddiorally EtAdacyseseoh readmg, writing, and critical
thinking. By intfroducing ICT, we added a new dimension to these skills. Students used digital
tools to create and design their comic strips, learning digital literacy while enhancing their
storytelling abilities.

The Creat i v&udentsdegos by drafting their stories, focusing on plot, character
development, and dialogue. They then brought these stories to life using software,
experimenting with layouts and colours. This process was both fun and educational, teaching
students the technical aspects of digital comic strip.

Chall enges anddapting tormpw dligital tools was initially challenging for some
students. However, with persistent effort and support, these hurdles were overcome, resulting
in visually appealing and narratively rich comic strips.

The Gr and SThe mghlgktefthe Literary Fest was the unveiling of these comic strips.
Displayed on laptop, the students' works received applause and admiration. These comic
strips are now featured in this edition of 'Echoes,' marking a significant milestone in our journey
toward innovative education.

Con c | usdniegrating ICT with ELA enriched our Literary Fest and our students' learning
experiences. By merging technology with creativity, we have paved the way for students to
become creators of digital content. We are proud of our students’ achievements and look
forward to more such innovative projects in the future.

- Ms . Sindhu
(P¥I CT Facil

Our national song is Vande Mataram by poet Bankim Chandra Chatterjee
Our national anthem is Jana Gana Mana, written and sung by Rabindranath Tagore.
Our national flag was designed by Pingali Venkayya

“Maa Telugu Thalliki” was written by Sri Sankarambadi Sundarachari

*
*
*
*
*

On Independence Day, the flag is positioned at the bottom of the pole and is raised
( hoi shyeéheg Prime Minister, from the bottom to the top whereas on Republic Day,
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the flag is folded or rolled up and attached to the top of the pole. It is then unveiled
( unf u by teedPlesident, who does so without pulling it up.

SUDOKI
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